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2010 Honda Fit Sport

Base Price: $19,110
Price As Tested: $19,820

This week, we're driving Honda’s sub-compact 2010 Fit, the

affordable hatchback from the company that first made an

impact in the early 1970s with its Civic automobile. Honda’s

Fit is listed as a subcompact four-door hatchback that comes

in two trim levels, specifically Base and Sport models.
, o

The entry level base Fit starts at just $14,900 and comes with
15-inch steel wheels, air-conditioning, a tilt-and-telescoping
steering wheel, all the powers and an AM/FM CD/MP3 stereo
with four speakers.

Fit Sport adds nice 16-inch alloy wheels, lower body trim, fog
lamps, cruise, rear spoiler, map lights, driver armrest and a
six speaker stereo system with USB port. A navigation system
is only available on the most expensive Sport model, which
happens to be our test drive for the week.

Honda’s re-designed Fit is truly one of the top cars in its class,
especially when you consider the base model starts for less
than $15K. And, since I've driven most all of the competition,
from Mazda to Nissan to Toyota, I'll give the Fit a strong
recommendation based on these past test drives as one of the
better all around choices.

With a spacious interior, excellent handling characteristics
and a gas saving 4-cylinder under the hood, Fit delivers 27 city
and 33 highway MPG numbers hooked to a 5-speed automatic
transmission. Some competitors rely on continuously variable
or four speed overdrive automatics, but Honda realizes there’s
lots of extra highway fuel mileage when five speed automatics
are utilized with ultra small motors.

The area where Honda Fit is truly stands out, meanwhile, is
interior roominess. The cabin offers dimensions where you
can transport four full size adults on a long trip with no ill
effects, unlike other sub compact hatchbacks where back seat
legroom is at 2 minimum. If you would like to expand cargo
area, the back seat, dubbed “Magic Seat” by Honda, folds
down and offers a spacious 57.3 feet of cargo room, quickly
transforming Fit into a dimension that usually is reserved for
small SUVs or a compact minivan.

The aforementioned 1.5-liter 4-cylinder is a single overhead
16 valve design producing just 117 horses and 106 Ib. ft.
of torque. Our automatic equipped model ran an eighth-
mile timed straight course with a time of 11.63 at 60.49
MPH. However, if you like to shift, you will experience
much better acceleration with the manual transmission by
about two seconds. Our Fit Sport also had steering-wheel-
mounted shift paddles for “manual shift” automatic
capability, something we don’t see as necessary in a non-
performance car.

Fit receives excellent safely ratings, with all crash results
coming in at 5-Star ratings with the exception of front seat
passenger side impact, which receives a very good 4-Star
rating. You'll also enjoy four wheel ABS disc brakes, six
airbags and vehicle stability assist. Our model came with
electronic brake distribution, but you have to order the
Navigation system model to get the brake assist. Strange?
I think so.

‘07 NISSAN VERSA,
8,800 mi., red, lots of
options, 34MPG, $9900/
0.b.o., call 936-646-6707.

1995 CADDI Sedan
DeVille. Cold air. Leave
message. $2,500/0BO.
936-624-3511.

1991 LINCOLN TOWN
Car, 124k miles, clean
body & interior, 18 mpg,
$1,250 0.B.0. 936-328-
7338, 10a.m.-10p.m.

1982 CJ 7, 350 CHEVY,
auto, Vortec heads, Moser
axles, hard top, bikini top.
$6000 o.b.0. Call 936-
546-1456.

2002 F-150, short wheel
base, 31,000 miles,
excellent condition,
$7,950.00. Call 327-
0317.

2006 FORD F-150 Super
Crew Cab, 24,000 miles,
leather, $17,000.00 Call
(713) 320- 5286

2008 CHRYSLER TOWN
& COUNTRY TOURING,
Metallic Blue, Stow & Go,
Rear TV, Leather, Sirius,
Radio/CD/DVD, 33k
miles, Auto Rear Doors,
$22,450 (713)724-9425

‘95 FORD TAURUS,
Auto, All Power, Cold AC!
Good driving cond. Only
$72K mi! $1,800. OBO.
(936)756-0850

2002 MITSUBISHI
ECLIPSE GS Great
running car...Two door
hatchback, 120K miles,
new fronttires. Just needs
a paintjob. $3,600.00, Call
RD 832-318-3749

NEED HELP? No Cash
No Credit No Sweat!
Need a Car of Truck?
CALL MARK 936-714-
3787

DONATE UNWANTED
VEHICLES To Benefit
Chaplaincy MD Anderson
Cancer Center “JUNKER
AND JEWELS" Free
Towing. It's Fast, Simple,
Tax Deductible! (713)862-
8482

‘04 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO Long Bed,
V6, Auto, All Power, 197K
mi, $5,500 obo (936)760-
1679

2005 BUICK
RENDEZVOUS CX
SPORT-4 door, All wheel
drive, all power! 143K mi.
$ 6,500 obo. 936-230-
4545

2005 VOLVO XC 90
V8 $17,400, 66k miles,
silver, leather, sunroof,
navigation, DVD, 3rd row
seating, heated seats Call
713-775-3486

On the highway, Fit is a pleasure to drive, with a comfortable
ride and good feeling of the road. The steering response is
good, and if you need to parallel park it’s a cinch. Minor
quirks included the passenger door lock, which didn’t
want to unlock with the other doors and a good amount of
road noise.

Important numbers include a wheelbase of 98.4 inches, 2,604
pound curb weight and a 10.6 gallon fuel tank.

Although lasted as a five passenger, the 2010 Honda Fit seats
four comfortably and is one of the top offerings in this highly
competitive class. Visit you Honda dealer today for more
information and a test drive.

Likes: Lots of room, expansive cargo area, great fuel mileage,
10 cup holders.

Dislikes: More horsepower would help, up the powertrain
warranty from 5/60K to 5/100K.

CAR COLLECTOR CORNER

By Greg Zyla

Dick Landy leaves the starting line in 1965 with one of the
first ever Funny Cars to hit the circuit. His factory backed
Dodge Dart had an altered wheelbase and nitro fed 426 Hemi
with injectors. Landy was one of the Dodge Racing Team's
true legends and heroes throughout his lifetime. (Photo

compliments Draglist.com)

Dandy Dick Landy
and the Boss Mustang

The Dodge Super Stock Seminars

0: Greg, I remember going to the Dodge dealer back
in the late 1960s and remember a traveling drag race
team that would meet with the MOPAR owners and
fans in the dealership. Do you recall who this was? Al
K., Michigan.

A: Al, the representative for the Dodge team was none
other than the great “Dandy” Dick Landy, who I did see
in person back in 1968 at a Dodge Dealership (Glauser
Dodge) in New Jersey. I remember he had his car
there, and answered questions from the packed house.
His visit was part of the official Dodge Performance
Seminars held only at Dodge Dealerships. Landy made
his name campaigning the early Super Stock Dodges,
including 413 and 426 models, then stuffed a nitro
burning injected Hemi into an altered wheelbase 1965
Dart and became one of the original Funny Car stars
with his “Landy’s Dodge.”

Following a move back to Super Stock ala factory
direction, Landy ushered in the Direct Connection
parts marketing effort with these performance
seminars. Today, Direct Connection is known as
MOPAR Performance Parts.

After doing well in Pro Stock racing through the
1970s, always in a Dodge, Landy hung up his full-time
driving and concentrated on the race car and race
engine business until his death from kidney disease in
January of 2007.

The Boss Mustang correction

0: Greg, I often have the opportunity to read
articles from you in several papers that pick up your
syndication, and I enjoy them. However, I must
comment on the article in which you listed the Top 10
pony cars through 1970. In this article it listed 2 1968
Boss Mustangs one of your favorites. The only years for
the Boss Mustangs were 1969 (302 & 429 engines),
1970 (302 & 429 engines), and 1971(351 Cleveland
engine). I'm hoping this is a misprint of some sort in
the reprinting of the article, because there was not a
Boss Mustang model produced or sold for 1968. I
hope you meant the 1969 in your article. Randy L.,
email from Pennsylvania.

A: Randy, --you are correct, but I have to admit it was
not a misprint it was a brain malfunction! I did indeed
mean 1969 for the Boss. I had in my mind earlier
the 1968 1/2 Cobra Jet 428--but gave the nod to the
1969 Boss models instead. Thanks for the letter, and
especially for your kind words. I appreciate it very
much. Finally, I'd love to have a Boss 429 parked in
my garage.

(Greg Zyla is a syndicated automotive columnist who
welcomes ready questions at extramile_2000@yahoo.
com or at 116 Main St., Towanda, Pa. 18848).
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