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SAY YOU SAW IT IN EAST TEXAS LIVING!
(Nacogdoches...continued from page 9)

THE BIVOUAC AND BANQUET FOR
THE NEW ORLEANS GREYS.                               
In November of 1835, the citizens of Nacogdoches, led by Adolphus Sterne, helped outfit 
a volunteer force, the New Orleans Greys, to fight in the Texas War for Independence. One 
company of Greys, traveled overland to San Antonio by way of Nacogdoches in November 
of 1835. The 50-100 men camped for a few days at this site near Sterne’s home. They were 
honored with a “Feast of Liberty” in the orchard in front of the house. At the banquet, bear, 
beef, mutton, turkeys, raccoon, and other specialties were served. With glasses of Rhine 
wine from Sterne’s cellar, toasts were make and speeches delivered.The Greys had walked 
into Nacogdoches; they left on horses with arms provided by the citizens. They reached San 
Antonio before the seige of Bexar, December 5-9, 1835. Most of the volunteers died in later 
battles of the Revolution, many at the Alamo. 

The city saw three independent republics before the Lone Star Republic. The city flies NINE 
FLAGS: Spanish, French, Mexican, The Magee-Gutierrez Republic, The Long Republic, The 
Fredonia Republic, The Lone Star, The Confederate, and The United States. 

MODERN NACOGDOCHES                                  
The first producing oil well in the state was drilled here in 1861. However, it was not oil but the 
coming of the railroad that transformed the republican city into an important commercial 
center. The railroad, and modern highways like 59 and 259, changed the flow of commerce 
from east/west to north/south. In the 19th century, the local economy was based on cotton, 
tobacco, timber, education, and general merchandising. Only the last three came into the 
second half of the 20th century. New industries include poultry, feeds and fertilizers, tools, 
equipment, banking, recreation, and medical services. The most important asset to the local 
economy is Stephen F. Austin State University, with 12,000 students and an annual budget 
of over 24 million dollars. The rapid growth of the city took place in the 1960s with the 
enlargement of the University.

HOME REPAIR, 15 years 
experience. Carpentry/
painting/plumbing/custom 
decking/room additions/
power washing/roofing/
sheetrock/tree removal/
wood or chain link fence. 
10% discount w/ad. 936-
328-6473.

EASTEX TREE SERVICE 
INSURED FREE 
ESTIMATES CALL 967-
3306

HOSPICE CARE of 
Southwest has openings 
for FT/PT RN’s and LVN’s. 
(936)327-9991.

LAKEWOOD PARK 
CABINS - Weekly or 
Monthly Rates - Cabins 
for Sale or To Be Moved 
(936) 967-5150

RENTAL HOUSE in 
Goodrich. Call (936)365-
2774.


