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Family-Friendly Vacation Ideas
That Won’t Break the Bank

With the economy still 
not back to full strength, 
many families are looking 
for ways to stretch their 
vacation dollars this 
summer. One of the 
ways in which families 
are doing just that is by 
cutting travel costs and 
exploring what their own 
regions have to offer.

Though such vacations 
might not have the initial 
appeal of a trip to Hawaii 
or an overseas excursion, 
they can prove just as 
fun and possibly even 
educational as well.
The following ideas can 
help trim travel costs 
this summer while still 
showing that fun in the 
summer sun can be had 
close to home.

Family and Friends
Families today have become geographically diverse. Rare is the family that does not 
have at least one member living in a neighboring state or even on the opposite 
side of the country. If relatives live too far to see regularly but close enough to 
drive to and visit, plan a trip to see them. Kids will still get to spend a night or two 
away from home, and parents will get the chance to catch up with siblings, cousins 
or even friends they have not seen in awhile. 

Hunt Down Local History
Nearly every piece of land across the globe can tell a story. History has taken place all over the world, from the ancient Pyramids to the English countryside to possibly 

even one’s own backyard. Families can learn something about their own town or 
region by hunting down local history. Do some research at the local library and then 
take the family out on a historical excursion.

State Parks
Kids typically love going to the park, and most regions boast a host of state or 
government-operated parks that offer a wide range of activities at little or no cost. 
Affordable campgrounds are often family favorites and many even provide similar 
amenities to those a perons is used to at home, such as indoor plumbing and even 
areas to barbecue. Parents can pack along some food the whole family will like, 
including hot dogs, hamburgers and the camping staple s’mores, that will cost them 
a fraction of what a restaurant meal will run them.

When looking for a state park, seek ones that present more than just hiking and 
camping. Some offer swimming, fi shing, kayaking, and a host of other family-
friendly activities.

Amusement Park
Few destinations will make kids happier than the local amusement park. Most areas 
feature an amusement park within driving distance, and parents who plan ahead 
might even fi nd discounted tickets or can plan to go on days when admission is 
reduced to entice more customers. Just be sure when planning a visit to the local 
amusement park that kids are old enough to ride the rides and then buckle in for a 
fun day.

The local amusement park can make for a great summer 
getaway for families looking to save money but still have a 
good time together.

1 BDRM APT in small 
neat complex for rent 
in Cleveland. 281-593-
5525

122 PIECES BED/
BATH Accessories, 
$139, (936)588-2747 or 
(713)3042097

3BR/2BA. W/D CONN. 
LG ROOMS! PRIVATE 
PARKING, STORAGE 
ROOM. $750/MO. 936-
756-5156

DOWNSTAIRS, 2 BR. 
W/D CONN. PRIVATE 
PARKING. SMALL PET 

WELCOME. $650./MO. 
936-756-5156

DOWNSTAIRS 2BR 
& 2BA HUGE master, 
private patio, outside 
storage. $575! 281-592-
3800 Hwy 59 & 105

BLUEBERRIES U-PICK! 
www.oakvieworchard.
com $1.50/lb. Call Sue 
(936) 767-4011

EXTRA LARGE 1 
BR, LARGE CLOSET. 
PRIVATE PATIO $99 
DEPOSIT!! HWY 59 & 
105. 281-592-3800

MONTGOMERY 1/1 Like 
new, (off Keenan) new A/
C, appli’s. elderly couple 
preferred. $700/mo. all 
utilities paid. + $300. dep. 
(936)597-4071 or 936-
521-5065

2/1, $575, 4-plex. No 
pets. 75 & Everett 3/1, 
House, $750. 7th Street. 
Agent - 936-443-3561

RIVER PLANTATION 
3/2/2, New tile/ carpet/
paint, fp. $1200/mo + 
dep. 936-321-2078 or 
281-513-6233


